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For more information regarding this �le, please contact the 
Production Team at:
Design Bridge Limited
International Branding Agency
18 Clerkenwell Close  
London EC1R 0QN
United Kingdom
T +44 (0)20 7814 9922
F +44 (0)20 7814 9024
www.designbridge.com

Important Notice
Fonts will not be supplied with this artwork. The client or the client’s third party 
supplier is responsible for ensuring that it has obtained all fonts and necessary 
licences. All special colours speci�ed are from the Pantone matching system 
unless otherwise stated. The colours on this printout are not accurate and are 
intended to be used as a guide only, do not use for matching purposes unless 
otherwise stated. This artwork �le is repro ready, but does not contain important  
information such as trap/grip/choke etc, these need to be applied by a 
reprographics specialist. Whilst every e�ort is made to ensure the accuracy of the 
text in this artwork, Design Bridge cannot accept responsibility for any errors or 
omissions. © Design Bridge 2021. All intellectual property reserved. Pending 
payment of full contract price. See terms and conditions.
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Printing with plants

RHS Registered Charity No: 222879/SC038262

What are cyanotypes?
Cyanotype is a camera-less photography technique that involves 
laying objects on paper coated with a solution of iron salts before 
exposing it to UV light. Once the paper has been left in the light for 
around 10-15 minutes and then rinsed, you are left with an inverted 
print of your objects in vibrant white and blue. 

This activity sheet, created with the Socially Engaged 
Photography Network, will show you how to create 
cyanotype prints using natural materials and objects 
from your garden.

What will I need?
Pre-coated cyanotype paper (this is 
sometimes called ‘sun print’ paper in craft 
stores)

Regular plain paper, for testing out your 
designs first

Sheets of clear glass, perspex or clip photo 
frames for holding your print in place as it 
exposes

Natural materials, plant cuttings or objects 
from your garden

Trays of clean water, or access to running 
water for rinsing your prints

A clear space to dry your prints, or a 
washing line and pegs

If you are making your prints outside, 
you will need a clear or bright day - if 
not, you will need a UV lamp to expose 
your images

rhs.org.uk/growwithit
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Your cyanotype paper will be in a black bag 
to ensure no light has exposed it before you
design your cyanotype. Once you are ready, 
take one piece of paper out of your black 
bag and lay this under a UV light (or direct 
sunlight), placing your objects on top of the 
paper in the design you’d like to print.
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Top tip! Prepare your arrangement of objects on 
a normal piece of paper (the same size as your 
cyanotype paper) so you can decide on a layout you 
are happy with first

1

2 Then leave the paper exposed to sunlight or under a UV lamp. The exposure time 
will depend on how bright the light is, so you may need to do some test runs. On a 
cloudy day, prints will take longer to develop and may not be as high contrast.

Top tip! Try to keep your objects as flat as possible on the paper to keep the 
image sharp - photo frames are a great piece of equipment for this!

The paper will begin to change colour during exposure. The exposed part of the 
paper will turn a dark grey - this is when you know the print is ready to be rinsed.

Rinse the paper in water for 2 minutes and you 
will see the colours reverse. This will also fix 
your exposed image and make it safe to view in 
daylight. Be careful when handling, as the paper 
will be more fragile when wet. If you do not have 
water to hand, place your exposed paper back in 
a box to wash later. 

Leave your print to dry on a flat surface, or hang 
it up on a line. You will notice the blue get even 
darker as it dries!

3

4

5

Top tip! If your prints have curled 
when drying, they can be placed 
under a heavy object, such as 
a book, to flatten themCreated with
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