
 
Fundraising opportunities

Steps to apply to funding

Step 1
Decide on your project and work out how much you 
might need.  Remember to count everything otherwise 
you will end up short of money!

Step 2
Make a list of all the businesses and organisations 
you would like to approach and then prioritise the list 
in order of the businesses that you think might help 
you the most.  One of the best ways of funding local 
projects is to build up relationships within your local 
area.  Some organisations such as B&Q or banks will 
allocate funds from their local branches.  

Step 3 

Find out the right contact to discuss your needs.  For 
example your local authority may be particularly active 
in the environmental field and may be willing to work 
with you and even provide funds.  

Step 4
Put together a short synopsis of your group or 
committee and outline what you are intending to 
achieve.  Think from the businesses’ point of view 
about what you can offer, and how they might benefit.  
Try to be factual and understand your objectives before 
you make the phone call or write the letter.

Here are a few tips and hints to consider when you are 
ready to approach a sponsor:

•	�During the initial call make sure you either talk to 
or have the name of the person who can make the 
sponsorship or funding decision

•	�Give the name of your group and its status (i.e. 
whether you are a voluntary group or a charity) and 
the main contact details

•	�Describe the purpose of your work with aims and 
objectives

•	�Show a timetable of work and when the likely date of 
completion will be

•	�Mention any special events you might have planned

•	�State clearly the amount of money or goods or 
services you are asking for

•	�Include any other additional funding you may already 
have secured or have been pledged

•	�List any local celebrities or well known characters who 
are supporting you

•	�Clearly outline the outcome benefits of your activities 
to the sponsoring business and how they can be 
acknowledged

•	�If you are submitting a financial report showing how 
you would spend the money, check the figures to 
avoid any embarrassing mistakes

•	�Keep copies of whatever you send to a potential 
sponsor

•	�Seek feedback on any failed bids or applications;  
this is a useful way of improving and making a more 
appropriate case next time

As an alternative to donating money businesses may  
be willing to donate material or services, in return  
for publicity. 
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Step 5
Don’t forget your groups own efforts – car boot sales, 
jumble sales, coffee mornings and sponsored events 
are tried and tested fund-raisers.  They also have the 
advantage of binding the community together in a 
common purpose.
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'Newton Heath, a ward of Manchester, adopted the Neighbourhood Awards in 
2004.  While the city council provided support and advice to get things started, 
it's the residents themselves that created the bedding designs and did the planting.  
The focus is really on community-led activity.  The school children planted 
herbaceous perennials and bedding plants within the housing estate grounds.   
They look after them well and carry on watering and weeding them throughout 
the summer holidays.  Newton Heath is a good example of what Bloom is about, 
improving the way of life for the community.  I would really recommend any other 
area in the country to take part in the Neighbourhood scheme.  It's not about 
competition, it's not about spending a lot of money, it's more about handing the 
ownership of the project to local people.' 

Mel Kirby, Manager Environmental Campaigns, Manchester City Council



 
Sponsorship and Fundraising

11

Generally speaking there are no sources of funding specifically targeted at supporting an individual 
Neighbourhood Award entry.  However, below is a list of possible sources you may want to approach, and whilst 
the list given is not exhaustive, it is an indication of the sort of funding sources available. 

Landfill Tax Credit Scheme

Purpose: 	�To encourage the use of 
more sustainable waste 
management practices, 
including recycling, and to 
deliver lasting environmental 
and community benefits.

Range: 	 Various depending on project

Contact: 	�ENTRUST (The Environmental 
Trust Scheme Regulatory  
Body Ltd) 
Acre House 
2 Town Square, Sale 
Cheshire   M33 7W2

Email:	 information@entrust.org.uk 
Web:	 www.ltcs.org.uk

Local Heritage Initiative

Purpose: 	T�o help local groups 
investigate, explain and care 
for their local landscape.

Range: 	� £3,000 - £15,000 to cover up 
to 60% of total project costs

Contact: 	�LHI Information 
The Acorn Centre 
51 High Street 
Grimethorpe 
Barnsley   S72 7BB

Tel:	 01242 521 381

Email: 	 lhi@countryside.gov.uk

Web:	 www.lhi.org.uk

Co-op Community Dividend

Purpose:	� To enable self-help, voluntary 
or co-operative groups to 
undertake a range of schemes 
including tree planting.

Range:	 £100 - £5,000

Contact:	� Head Office Co-operative 
Group (CWS) Limited 
PO Box 53  
New Century House  
Manchester   M60 4ES

Tel: 	 0161 834 1212

Web:	  
www.co-op.co.uk/communitydividend

Awards For All

Purpose: 	�To help fund projects that 
involve people in their 
community; bringing them 
together to enjoy arts, 
sports, heritage and other 
community activities.

Range: 	 £500 - £5,000

Contact: 	9th Floor, Camelford House 
	 89 Albert, Embankment 
	 London   SE17 7UF

Tel: 	 0845 600 2040 

Web:	 www.awardsforall.org.uk

Heritage Lottery Fund

Purpose:	� To support a wide range of 
projects involving the local, 
regional and national heritage 
of the UK.

Range:	 Various depending on project

Contact:	 7 Holbein Place 
	 London   SW1W 8NR

Tel:	 020 7591 6000

Fax: 	 020 7591 6001

Email:	 enquire@hlf.org.uk

Web:	 www.hlf.org.uk

B&Q Better Neighbour Grant

Purpose:	� To enable community groups 
to undertake improvement 
projects.

Range:	� Store goods and materials to 
the value of £300.

Contact:	� The Environmental Officer or 
Store Manager at you local 
B&Q store

Web:	 www.dyi.com

New Opportunities Fund

Purpose:	� Applications are welcome 
from local community groups, 
voluntary organisations, 
not-for-profit community 
businesses and local 
authorities in partnership 
with community groups.  
Priority is placed on helping 
disadvantaged communities 
and projects that actively 
involve local people 
making a real difference 
to their environment and 
to their quality of life.  The 
projects should promote 
sustainability and local 
economic development and 
demonstrate they have lasting 
benefits for communities.

Range:	 Various depending on project

Contact:	 New Opportunities Fund

Tel:	 0207 211 1800

Web:	 www.nof.org.uk

The Hanson Environment Fund

Purpose:	 �The fund offers two levels of 
support.  Community Grants 
Scheme which gives grants 
between £250 and £400 for a 
community amenities, wildlife 
and habitat conservation and 
the Main Grants Scheme 
which gives grants between 
£4,001 and £25,000 for the 
creation and improvement of 
parks and public amenities and 
public amenities and creation, 
restoration and management of 
areas specifically to safeguard 
and/or enhance biodiversity.

Range:	 See above

Contact:	 Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts

Tel:	 0870 036 1000

Email:	 grants@rswt.org

Web:	 www.rsnc.org

People’s Places Award Scheme  
(part of BTCV Award Scheme)

Purpose:	� Open to community groups 
in rural and urban areas across 
England.  If offers individuals 
a chance to make a difference 
to their community by 
transforming a derelict, 
underused or unsightly 
building or area of land into 
an environmental community 
resource and involving local 
people in its sustainable 
development.

Range:	 From £3000 - £10,000

Contact:	 People’s Places Unit 
	 BTCV, Conservation Centre 
	 163 Balby Road, Doncaster, 
	 South Yorkshire, DN4 0RH

Tel: 	 01491 821 621

Email: 	 people-places@btcv.org.uk

Web:	 www.btcv.org/ppawards

Neighbourhood Renewal Fund 
(ODPM)

Purpose:	� Offers grants to groups for 
projects to help them renew 
local neighbourhood.  It 
mainly focuses on the most 
deprived neighbourhoods.

Range:	� £50 - £5,000 depending on 
project

Contact:	� Neighbourhood Renewal Unit 
Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister 
6th Floor, 6/G9 Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London,   SW1E 5DU

Tel: 	 08450 828383

Email: 	  
neighbourhoodrenewal@odpm.gsi.gov.uk 

Web:	 www.odpm.gsi.gov.uk

Community Fund 

Purpose:	� Offers grants to help meet 
the needs of those with great 
disadvantage and to improve 
the quality of life in the 
community.

Range:	 Varied depending on project.

Contact:	 Big Lottery Fund

Tel: 	 0845 410 2030

Web:	 www.biglotteryfund.org.uk

SCOTLAND 
Forward Scotland

Purpose:	� For projects aimed specifically 
for community benefit.

Range:	 Various

Contact:	 Forward Scotland 
	 6th Floor, Portcullis House 
	 21 India Street 
	 Glasgow   G2 4PZ

Tel: 	 0141 222 5600

Email:	  
enquiries@forward-scotland.org.uk

Web:	 www.forward-scotland.org.uk

WALES
Enfys Grant Scheme

Purpose:	� Aims to support community 
led initiatives and enable 
disadvantaged communities to 
develop large scale funding.

Range:	 Various	

Contact:	� Wales Council for Voluntary 
Action 
Baltic House, Mount Stuart 
Square, Cardiff, South 
Glamorgan CF10 5FH

Tel:	 0870 607 1666

Email	 help@wcva.org.uk

Web:	 www.wcva.org.uk

Welsh Church Fund

Purpose:	� Formerly the Dyfed Welsh 
Churches Fund, the Welsh 
Church fund is available in a 
number of areas within Wales.  
Grants are given to help 
towards the advancement of 
education and religion, the 
relief of poverty, libraries, 
museums and other purposes 
beneficial to the community.

Range:	 Various

Contact:	� Business & Community Grants 
Regeneration Department 
Directorate of Economic 
Developmnent 
Carmarthenshire County 
Council 
Parc Amanwy, New Road 
Ammanford, Carmarthenshire 
SA18 3ED

Tel:	 01269 590 218
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There are many different ways of finding further 
information such as:

•	�Local organisations which provide local information 
and advice and include councils of voluntary services, 
local environmental groups and many voluntary 
centre bodies

•	� Natural organisations, such as BTCV and conservation 
volunteers, may provide volunteer labour locally

•	� Academic institutions - there are colleges close to 
most communities and these can provide both 
information and advice

•	� Some local authorities can be very useful resource for 
community groups as they collect information about 
local communities and can provide practical help too

The following contact list is of useful organisations 
that can help and/or local authorities and voluntary 
organisations.  

Royal Horticultural Society (RHS)

As the organising body for the Neighbourhood Awards, 
the RHS provides free horticultural advice for all 
communities registered in the scheme.  Just phone on 
the number below or email your enquiry through with 
the password BIBNA in the subject.

Contact: The Royal Horticultural Society, 80 Vincent 
Square, London, SW1P 2PE
T. 020 7821 3657 E. advisory@rhs.org.uk
www.rhs.org.uk/britaininbloom

CIVIC TRUST

Promotes progressive improvements in the quality of 
urban life for communities throughout the UK.  It works 
to enhance the quality of life in cities, towns and villages, 
the place people live, work, shop and relax.

Contact: The Civic Trust, 17 Carlton House Terrace, 
London SW1Y 5AW. 
T: 020 7930 0914   www.civictrust.org.uk

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION

Believe communities are strengthened when local 
people participate in determining the conditions that 
affect their lives.  The CDF works to foster this belief 
by supporting community initiatives, promoting good 
practice and informing policy making at local and 
national level.

Contact: Community Development Foundation,  
60 Highbury Grove, London  
N5 2AG   T: 020 7226 5375   wwwcdf.org.uk

COMMUNITY SERVICE VOLUNTEERS

This is a UK charity dedicated to giving everyone a 
chance to play an active part in their community through 
volunteering, training ,education and via the media.

Contact: CSV Head Office, 237 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9NJ  
T:020 7278 6601   www.csv.org.uk

GROUNDWORK

This is a federation of trusts, each working with their 
partners in areas to improve the quality of the local 
environment, the lives of local people and the success 
of local businesses.  The national office will put you in 
touch with your nearest Groundwork trust.

Contact: Groundwork National Office,  
85-87 Cornwall Street, Birmingham, B3 3BY    
T: 0121 236 8565   www.groundwork.org.uk

ENCAMS (ENVIRONMENTAL CAMPAIGNS)

This is an environmental charity that aims to achieve 
litter free and sustainable environments by working 
with local authorities and community groups, business 
and other partners.

Contact: Encams, Elizabeth House, The Pier, Wigan, 
WN3 4EX    
T: 01942 824620   www.encams.org.uk

 
Information
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Lister Crescent is located in a former area of social 
decline that has experienced a downward spiral 
where fly tipping and dumping of major rubbish 
had become prevalent and the green areas were 
overgrown and unattractive.

Local residents, lead by the Lister Residents Association, 
a group formed in 1995, transformed a small field 
into a much needed community resource and leisure 
facility by a major renovation of the area with hard and 
soft landscaping and appropriate planting.  Over time 
residents incorporated a rockery, wooden benches, 
paths to a paved area and a special feature entrance 
featuring an ornamental gate and Victorian pots.  

This project also incorporates an integrated compost 
facility that allows waste materials from the upkeep 
and maintenance of the Green to be recycled in an 
environmentally friendly way.  This feature encourages 
householders to participate in the community 
composting scheme and to get excited about gardening.  

The increase in green space has made a great impact 
on the local residents who use this resource for Family 
Fun Days, summer BBQ’s and other events and 
activities throughout the year.

Chairman of the Association, Dave Murphy, said  
“The Lister Green project has transformed a neglected 
derelict site into a well-managed sustainable green-
space.  Not only does it make a positive impact on the 
look of the area, it makes people feel proud of where 
they live and builds a sense of ownership.  Taking part 
in the Britain in Bloom Neighbourhood Awards has 
helped to keep the community motivated and has 
provided great opportunities for social interaction.   
We are very pleased with the Award of Merit presented 
to us by North West in Bloom in 2004, and look 
forward to showcasing our community again in 2005.”

Lister Green Community Garden (Fairfield, Liverpool)
Run by the Lister Residents Association

 
Case Study
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Anglia in Bloom
T: 01493 650924
E: sue_hacon@hotmail.co.uk
www.angliainbloom.co.uk

Cumbria in Bloom
T: 01768 862306
E: juliachurchill@btinternet.com
www.cumbria-in-bloom.org.uk

East Midlands in Bloom
T: 01332 679598
E: jeff.bates64@tiscali.co.uk
www.eastmidlandsinbloom.co.uk

Heart of England in Bloom
T: 01905 761135
E: jenny.redfern@visitheartofengland.com
www.visitheartofengland.com

London in Bloom
T: 020 8662 1021
E: annesoutheast@inbloom.org.uk
www.inbloom.org.uk

Northumbria in Bloom 
T: 01434 673440
E: darringtondesign@hotmail.com

North West in Bloom
T: 01204 468126
E: Trevor.leese@btinternet.com
www.northwestinbloom.co.uk

Beautiful Scotland in Bloom
T: 01479 811 477
E: rachel.kerr@ksbscotland.org.uk
www.bsib.org.uk

South & South East in Bloom
T: 020 8662 1021
E: annesoutheast@inbloom.org.uk
www.inbloom.org.uk

Wales in Bloom
T: 01492 533363
E: walesinbloom@yahoo.co.uk
www.walesinbloom.org.uk

Yorkshire in Bloom
T: 01909 779 730
E: yinbloom@hotmail.com
www.yorkshireinbloom.co.uk

 
Contacts
In 2007 the Britain in Bloom Neighbourhood Awards are being run in eleven independent voluntary  
‘in Bloom’ nations/regions: Anglia, Cumbria, Heart of England, London, Northumbria, North West, Scotland, 
South and South East, Wales and Yorkshire



Britain in Bloom – Organised by the Royal Horticultural Society

www.rhs.org.uk/britaininbloom/neighbourhoodawards.asp

Britain in Bloom is the largest horticultural
campaign in Europe. Each year hundreds of
communities are involved UK-wide, all making
lasting improvements to their local environments
through horticultural good practice, environmental
friendliness, sustainability and community
involvement. The Neighbourhood Awards aim
to breathe new life into communities for the
benefit of local residents.

Royal Horticultural Society
80 Vincent Square
London SW1P 2PE
T: 020 7821 3657
E: britaininbloom@rhs.org.uk

For an alternative format of this leaflet please call 020 7821 3000,
textphone 1800 1020 7834 4333 or email: britaininbloom@rhs.org.uk

Printed on paper containing no less than 75% post-consumer waste
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Britain in Bloom




